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The founder and head of the Marburg School of Neo-Kantianism, Hermann Cohen – whose critical idealism stems from the thought of Plato, Leibniz, and Kant, as well as from the sources of the Jewish tradition – was a leading figure and an inspirational source for a whole generation of German-Jewish thinkers from the late 19th to the early 20th century.

Cohen’s epistemology – his critical idealism – has been crucial not only for other members of the Marburg School such as Paul Natorp and Ernst Cassirer, but for anyone convinced, as Cohen was, that pure thought is pure because its origin is entirely within itself. Starting from his epistemology – the idea as hypothesis – Cohen devises an ethics where moral progress occurs within the horizon of messianism.

Messianism and messianic temporality are cornerstones not only of Cohen’s ethics and philosophy of religion, but also for authors such as Franz Rosenzweig, Martin Buber, Gershom Scholem, and Walter Benjamin. Although they were at times harshly critical of Cohen’s work, they still considered it fruitful and influential: Hermann Cohen was for them «the faithful guide, [...] the one who by far surpassed in spiritual power all the other German professors of philosophy of his generation»​—just to quote another representative of that same generation, Leo Strauss.

Even today, Cohen’s legacy is anything but exhausted: new impulses for the 21st century are constantly growing in its track. 

Besides a few keynote speakers, to be announced shortly, we will welcome 6-8 further presentations. Early career scholars, in particular PhD students and post-doc researchers, are especially encouraged to submit their proposals, but we welcome all contributions.
Papers can be presented in English, and German.
Proposals (title and extended abstract of approx. 500 words) should be sent before May 31st, 2015 to the following email address: cfp@hermann-cohen-gesellschaft.org

Subject: Rome 2015
Please mention your name and affiliation, and include a short biographical statement. 

The talks should not exceed 20 minutes to leave room for discussion.

You can expect a reply by June 15, 2015.

Participants will cover their own travel expenses and accommodation. A choice of hotels, information concerning the means of transportation in Rome as well as additional activities will be sent to the selected participants.

